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Fort Pmancewaywining Historic Site. (East shore of lake.) 


Fort Pinancewaywining Historic Site 


During the winter of 1801-1802, Alexander Henry Jr. 
superintendent of the Northwest Fur Company witli head¬ 
quarters at Fort Pembina, instructed his men to build a “new 
kind of cart'’, to be used on the trails leading to branch posts 
that were being established in all directions from his main 
fort at Pembina. A number of these carts were ordered to go 
to “Pinancewaywining”. 


In September 1802, they arrived at Fort Pinancewaywining 
and were the first “Red River Carts” to be used in Manitoba. 
Later thousands of them were to bo used all over the west. 










La Verencirye National Historic and Wayside 
on this highway, 11 miles west of Morden 


Along the La Verendrye Trail 


At the o(l"o (if tlio Pembina Hills in sciutli-eentral Mani- 
tdha 13 miles norili nf tlie Internalional Boundary and 78 
miles southwest of Winnipeg iies Moi'flen. 

TIu' town is noted on various aecounts: as a focal point 
of soutlu'rn Manitoba's earlier history; as the centre of "the 
Corn and Apple Belt" a tribute to its fertile soil and long 
growing season; as the site of one of the few bentonite mines 
in North America; and as the location of the Morden Experi¬ 
mental Station, one of the beaidj spots of the prairies. In 
recent years, witli the damming of Dead Horse Creek and 
the creation of Lake Minnewasta, the district has offered 
tile attractions of a tourist resort. 




Historically speaking, the story of the Morden count y 
extends back to the far-off, unrecorded days when the Pem^ 
bina Plateau was the domain of the Mound Builders, later th 
Assiniboines and Cree Indians. Traces of their existence rnay 
still be found - flint arrowheads, stone tomahawks and the 
ceremonial mounds, where they worshipped and buried their 
leaders. Eleven miles west of Morden stands the chief o 
these mounds. Calf Mountain, once called Buffalo Head. 


In 1738. the Pembina Hills country was explored by 
La Verendrye and two of his sons. It is believed that they 
camped at Calf Mountain, the point where six Indian trails 
converged, on their way from Fort La Reine, now Portage La 
Prairie, to Mandan, North Dakota. 

Some 60 years later, Alexander Henry Jr., superintendent 
of posts for the Northwest Trading Company, covered the 
territory many times. In September, 1802, he built Fort 
Pinancewaywining on a site two miles southwest of the pres¬ 


ent town. 


There was a great rush of settlement into the Pembina 
district in 1877 and ’78. It centered about Nelson, eight miles 
north of Morden. Land values boomed and Nelson lots were 
rapidly auctioned off in Winnipeg. But the bubble burst, 
when the new Canadian Pacific Railway by-passed Nelson 
and went south near Dead Horse Creek, Next came the 
phenomenon of the town that moved -building by building, 
via sledges and skids—until Nelson was a ghost town and 
Morden had been established on the homesteads of the sons 
of Alvey Morden, one of the original pioneers. The village 
of Mountain City also moved to Morden. 

Today the La Verendrye Trail is the great arterial high¬ 
way known as No. 3 running southwest from Winnipeg to 
Morden. it passes west over the beautiful Pembina Valley 
Hills, past Pelican and Rock Lakes, west near Lake Killarney 
and on to the Turtle Mountains—undoubtedly the scenic route 
across Manitoba. No place along its many miles is more worthy 
of the traveller’s attention than Morden. 




Flowers at the Dominion Experimental Station 


Garden Spot of the Prairies 

On a section nf land on Morden’s eastern outskirts is 
the Dominion Kxperimental Station, now in its 40th year. 
This square mile, planted heavily to garden crops and shrubs, 
is known aemss Canada as the federal government's chief 
effort to assist prairie home-makers and gardeners in the 
improvement of their hf)me grounds, gardens and parks. 
Visitors are welcome to inspect its singularly attractive plan¬ 
tations. 

Although the main emphasis is on horticulture, a second 
major concern of the Station is the breeding of sunflowers 
and feed corn. E.vperimental work also includes general field 
crops. Ayrshire cattle and poultry Two hundred and forty 
acres are taken up with horticulture, 1.50 acres with fruit 
crops. Vegetable crops are e.xtensive. The Station, which is 
noted for its research, has developed and introduced for 




public use many new varieties. Tliese range from plum to 
wlieat. 

Guides are supplied to groups and individuals who re¬ 
quest tliem in advance t)f llieir tour. Of special interest to 
visitoi's are tiie greenhouses, perennial borders and hedges, 
the rose garden, ijergola foi- \ines, pool and arboretum. 

Visitors are welcome e\'ery day of tlie year during day¬ 
light hours, wliile picnic groves, washrooms and parking 
areas have l) 0 cn provided for their use. 

Lake Minnewasta and Colert Beach 

On the south-west edge of Mortlen is Lake Minnewasta. 
whicli lies in a coulee cutting tlii’ough the I’embina Hills. 
This pretty body of water, shaped like tlie letter "L", was 
created in 1911 by the construction ol the Morden Dam. I.ake 
Minnewasta Siou.x for "good water” provides tlie main 
water supplj' of the town. 



Lake Minnewasta 


Two years ago, when 1h(‘ lake was brimmed fall as a 
result of hea\y rains, pulilie-spiritod eilizeiis (“slablislicrt 
Colert Beach. This four-acre bay complete with sand. pier. 
di\'ing tower and facilities for water skiing, ski .lump, surf 
boarri riding and lioating has become a leading tourist at¬ 
traction. Bass fisliing commences .fuly 1. 

Visitors may rcla.x in tlie sliade of tlii' oak.s wliicli frin.ge 
tlie lake and enjoy one of soulliern Manitol)a’.s most striking 
panoramas. For tlie arlded coin’enience of tourisls, clean, 
modern wash rooms and a concession lioolh liavc been pro¬ 
vided. 





The Golf Course 




Five Parks Await the Visitor 


There are five parks in and about Morden. They include: 
the Tourist Park along Dead Horse Creek; the C, C. Milne 
Park at the west end of Stephen Street; Lake Minnewasta 
Park at the historical site of old Fort Pinancewaywining; 
the La Verendrye Park some 11 miles out of town on the 
La Verendrye Trail; and the Playgrounds Park. 

Centre of attraction in the Tourist Park is the kiddies’ 
playground, developed and maintained by tlie Kinsmen Club 
of Morden. Here is found playground equipment for children 
of all ages: swings, slides, sand boxes, a merry-go-round and 
baseball diamond. More than 20 acres of ground, well shaded 
by elms, ash and maples, provides an ideal picnic spot. Tables 
and benches, drinking fountains and a water supply for 
picnickers are additional conveniences. 


Sports in the Morden District 

On the lower slope of the Pembina Hills is located a 
nine hole, 24-acre golf course, which gives many the chance 
to try their skill and develop their game. 

Organized baseball, meanwhile, includes senior and 
junior teams and games are well-attended throughout the 
season. For those interested in the aquatic sports, Lake 
Ivlmnewasta provides an excellent water playground. 

During the winter months, mens’, womens’ and school 
curling clubs flourish, while the two local bonspiels are well- 
attended events. Hockey is played by the senior, junior ana 
peewee teams. Skating also attracts considerable interest. 
For skiers, there are inviting hills and slopes near Lake 
Minnewasta. 

From the point of view of sports, Morden has much to 
attract the visitor. 
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Aylmer Packing Plant 


Morden’s Recent Development 

A combination of productive soil, favored climate, abun¬ 
dant water and hard-working people has made Morden one 
of the most thriving communities of western Canada. It’s 
population now stands at 2,200—an increase of 20 per cent 
in five years. 

Much of the town’s recent development is the result of 
the conservation of run-off water in Lake Minnewasta. Con¬ 
struction of the Morden Dam by PFRA in 1941 has made 
possible a modern water and sewage disposal system, a large 
vegetable and canning factory and has created a delightful 
tourist resort. Irrigation of the many fruit and vegetable 
crops grown in the district is now being introduced. 

In addition to being a centre of diversified agriculture, 
the Morden district is also the source of nearly all the ben¬ 
tonite clay produced in Manitoba. About tour carloads a 
week are shipped to Winnipeg, the finished product being 
used in petroleum refining. 

Recent additions to the town include paved streets, 
mercury vapor lighting, a ten-room high school, a home for 
the aged, and a fully modern, 56-bed hospital, opened in 
1952. A training school for practical nurses is operated in 
conjunction with the hospital, while a new nurses’ residence 
has been built adjacent to it. 







Morden's attractive, well-built theatre 


Morden possesses both a drive-in theatre and one of 
the most modern and attractive indoor motion pictures in 
the province. Of fireproof construction, the Kenmore seals 
close to 400 people. 


A Scenic Country Trail in the Morden District 







Production of Special Crops 

Production of special crops, such as corn and sunflowers, 
depends on a comliination of economic, climatic and soil 
conditions not found in all parts of Manitoba. The Morden 
district is fortunate in possessing tlie desired combination of 
factors- liiglily fertile soil, relatively high temperatures and 
a long growing season. 

In 19.51, the total acreage sown to sunflowers, which 
have been grown for the past 12 years as an oil seed row 
crop, amounted to 11,090 acres. More than 12,500 acres were 
devoted to sugar beets and 10,000 to corn. 

Production of other crops was: btickwheat, 8,000 acres; 
peas for soup, 4,000; wax beans, ,375 tons; pole beans, 17 
tons; and peas. 355 tons. New project for 1955 is the grow¬ 
ing of ten acres of tomatoes for canning purposes. 

At tlie same time, three nursery farms at Morden grow 
and sell substantial quantities of plant stock, with the em¬ 
phasis on fruit trees. 

With justification is the Morden district called “the Corn 
and Apple Belt” of the prairies!” 



THE PEMBINA TRIANGLE 

When God created all this earth 
The seas and mountains tall 
A little bit was left aside 
The sweetest bit of all. 

The shape of it was lovely 
Just lil?e a piece of pie 
With rich and tasty filling 
And pleasing to the eye 
For many years it lay aside 
J’hen one day if you jjlease 
He laid it with a gentle liand 
In old Lake Agassiz. 

The water was displaced of course 
By that sweet earthy bundle 
And now is known both far and wide 
As the Pembina Triangle. 

‘Tis the garden of tlic prairie 
And the jjride of those who dwell 
Upon its fruitful acres 
And feel its magic spell. 

The famous Town of Morden 
Lies just alee the crust 
I': may bo called the Capital 
It merits well the trust. 

The amenities and beauty 
That mark this spot sublime 
Are a wonder to the stranger 
To the E.xile heart a shrine. 

The grass is always greener 
J'he trees a brighter hue 
The atmosphere is friendly 
The smiles are brighter too. 

You may want to see this world 
Before you cross the Jordan 
But you haven’t seen this country 
Until you’ve been to MORDEN. 

— W. L. Jessiman. 
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Texaco Products & Greasing. Tires, tubes and accessories. 
11th St. and Thornhill Ave. K. W. Meilicke, prop. Lunches 
and Confectionery. Open Sundays 


SYD’S FOOD BAR 

Be assured of a warm welcome by Chuck and Marj Quane 
at the friendly spot in the heart of the business section. 
Light lunches, ice cream, tobaccos, cigarettes, confection¬ 
ery. Hamburgers a specialty. 


Specializing in Chinese Dishes 

Steaks and Chops Fish and Chips 

Good meals served at all hours. 

Yuen’s Restaurant, Morden 

















Fully Modern 

Margaret Lewis — Phone 531, Morden 


ARLINGTON HOTEL, PHONE 124 

30 Rooms — Accommodation for Tourists — Meals 
Breakfast 7:30-8:30; Lunch 12:00-1:30; Dinner 6:00-7:30 
Always at Your Service 

Manitoba Hotel, phone 85 

32 Rooms — Dining Room — Modern Facilities 
“A HOME AWAY FROM HOME” 

Ken Mor Theatre 

“Your Place of Good Entertainment” 

Wide Screen, Cinemascope and High Fidelity Sound. 
Ernie Kendall, proprietor. 


BLUE MOON DRIVE-IN THEATRE 

^2 mile west on No. 3 Highway 
Lunch Counter — Kiddies Playground 

Emil Smith, prop. 


Cinemascope Screen 










AIR CONDITIONED 

Tourist Information. Museum of Western History. Films 
and Novelties. Canadian and English Chocolates & Toffee. 

Dock’s Pharmacy, Morden 


Kline Cochran Jewellery 

* English Bone China • Watches • Diamond Rings 

“Gifts for all occasions” 


NORTH STAR SERVICE 

John C. Klassen. prop. 

* Gas * Oil * Tires * Batteries 

Complete garage facilities. Open Monday through Sunday. 
Situated alona No. 3 highway 


LEAVE YOUR MOTORING WORRIES 

at MID-TOWN SERVICE 

General Motors B-A Gas & Oil 

Hamm's Garage — Cfirysler, Plymouth, Fargo 
Drunn Motors — Ford, Monarch and Ford tractors 
West End Motors Service Station 
Morden Motors — Meteor, Mercury, Lincoln 
Palace Garage. Norman Clark 
Morden Tire Shop, Ed Reichert 
D. A. Fehr Ltd. — IHC Farm Equipment, trucks etc. 
A. Shareski & Son — John Deere Dealer 







A. & J. Lechner — Machine Shop, Welding 
Standard Gas Engine Works — Manufacturing Implements 
R. A. Hosea — Plumbing — Town and Country 
H. J. Martens. General Contractor 
C. F. Tasker — Imperial Oil 
L. Larke, Carpenter 

J. P. Riediger & Sons Ltd. — Seed Processors 
Canadian Canners Ltd. — Aylmer Products 
Morden Creamery — Milk, Butter and Ice Cream 
Morden Dry Cleaners - P.C. Loewen “Where appearance counts” 
Pembina Poultry Packers — Ken Pearce, prop. 

Morden F”n''r,al Horn". Ph'^na 145 
Lake of the Woods Milling Co. 

Morden Cooperative Elevators Association 
McCabe Bros. Grain Company Limited 
Morden Red & White Store, Bert Morden proprietor 
H. A. Cochlan Departmental Store 
Hi-Way Grocery Store, George R. Wiebe, prop. 

West End Grocery, C. J. Petkau, prop. 

Acheson Grocers — Quality Foods 
Robinson’s Variety Store, Bruce Fargey, mgr. 
Rabinovitch Bros. — Clothing and Footwear 
Morden Bakery — Cakes and Pastries, John Herber 
Turners Bakery — Crispy Crust Bread 
Morcl^'n Meat and Sausage — Fresh Meats 
Ridley’s Drug Store — Your local Drug Store 
A. W. Livingston & Son — General Hardware 
Atkins Hardware, phone 10 
I. J. WeidI — Merchant Tailor 
Theodore Jacobschuk — Merchant Tailor 
Beaver Lumber Co. Ltd., Mel Leask, mgr. 

Monarch Lumber Co. Ltd., J. Baillie, mgr. 

Morden Lumber and Fuel Ltd., phone 13 



Swift’s Canadian — Eggs and Poultry 
Park Carman Hatchery - A. E. Fournier 
Morden Egg Grading Station - R. Adams 
Reimer’s Hatchery, D. J. Reimer, prop. 

Morden Photo Studio, Dave Reimer, photographer 
Appelt’s Jewellry 

George Bros. Electric Company — Radio Service 
H. H. Loewen — Electric Shop, Thornhill Avenue 
E. G. Powell — Auctioneer 
Morden Transfer, Sam Hildebrand, prop. 

J. A. Penner—Insurance & Finance, box 635, phone 463 
H. Loeppky & Son — Insurance and Real Estate 
J. Les Clubine — Real Estate Agent 
John’s Shoe Service Shop 
Drs. A. F. and J. C. Menzies, M D’s 
Dr. W. M. Colert, M D 
Dr. Elmer Clark, Veterinarian 
Dr. B. Friesen, Dentist, phone 115 
Stan Jenkins, Optometrist, phone 273 
MacAulay & Westwood — Barristers 
D. A. Duncan — Barrister 

The Morden Times — Your Weekly Newspaper, Com. Printing 
The Royal Bank of Canada 
Ladies Style Shoppe — Ladies Wear 
R. V. Arnott 

Morden Credit Union Society Ltd. 

Morden Local M.F.A.C. 

One-Six Farmers Union, No. 342 
Morden Local Farmers Union, No. 306 
Morden Branch of the Canadian Legion, B.E.S.L. 
Morden Lodge No. 13, A.F. and A.M. 

Morden Lodge I.O.O.F., No. 9 

No. 11 Morden Br. Can. Legion BESL. Fully equipped club room 



NOTES 


Back cover: aerial view of the Dominion Experimental Station 

at Morden, 






